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Dorothea Lange’s desperate and beautiful pictures of migrant workers in California and her
heartbreaking photographs of Japanese Americans interned during World War II put human
faces on some of the darkest episodes in America’s history. Restless Spirit is an intimate portrait
of a woman who struggled to balance her passion for her career and her love for her family, all
while producing some of the most celebrated, powerful photographic works of their time. Told by
Lange’s goddaughter, National Book Award finalist, Elizabeth Partridge, Restless Spirit is a
testament to this brilliant photographer's work.

About the Author"I grew up in a large, eccentric family in the San Francisco Bay Area. My
grandmother was photographer Imogen Cunningham, and my grandfather, Roi Partridge, was
an etcher. There were five kids in my family, and we lived in an enormous house full of dogs and
cats, chameleons, fish, tortoises, and even a pet tarantula.My father, Roi Partridge, grew up
loving photography and helping his mother, Imo, in the darkroom. When he was just seventeen
she sent him to apprentice with her friend, photographer Dorothea Lange. Over the next few
years he was gradually drawn into Dorothea's family. When he married and my parents had kids,
we were included in the diverse bunch of children, step-children and grandchildren that made up
Dorothea's family. Thanksgiving, Christmas and Fourth of July were all made magical by
Dorothea's extraordinary celebrations and rituals.In 1974, I was the first student to graduate with
a degree in Women's Studies from the University of California at Berkeley. A year later I went to
Great Britain to study Chinese medicine, earning a Licentiate of Acupuncture in 1978 and
returning to the Bay Area to practice acupuncture and herbal medicine.In the early nineties I
began writing books as well as practicing medicine. I love the wide array of genres within the
field of children's books, and especially enjoy writing biographies, historical fiction, and picture
books.My first book, Dorothea Lange: A Visual Life (Smithsonian, 1993) was followed by a
middle grade novel, Clara and the Hoodoo Man (Dutton, 1996), and Restless Spirit: the Life and
Work of Dorothea Lange (Viking, Fall 1998), a photo biography for young adults. Pig's Eggs
came out last year (Golden Books, Spring 2000). Oranges on Golden Mountain has just been
released (Dutton, Spring 2001), and will soon be followed by an easy reader, Annie and Bo
(Spring 2002) and my biography on Woody Guthrie (Viking, Spring 2002).I still live in the San
Francisco Bay Area with my husband and two sons, practicing Chinese medicine and writing
books."copyright © 2000 by Penguin Putnam Books for Young Readers. All rights reserved.
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myshutterisbugged, “Restless Spirit: The Life and work of Dorothea Lange. I am a photography
student, and we had to read and write a book report on a photographer for class. I selected
Dorothea because I am became interested in the 1930's through the 1950's in America,
particularly photographically.Let me say that Dorothea lived a lifestyle way ahead of her time.
During a period in America when women stayed home with their children and husbands,
Dorothea farmed out her children to be on the road and working.I really enjoyed this book. It had
some of her well-known photographs i.e. The Migrant Mother, and others that I enjoyed seeing. I
wish there had been more of her photography in the book and perhaps more details of her
life.The story is written by the daughter of her life-long assistant Ron Partridge. Elizabeth
Partridge does a good job with the information she has at hand. I particularly enjoyed her own
memories of families Thanksgiving day dinners shared at Dorothea's 20' long table.Great book
as a start of a collection of Lange's work. It is also a nice reference for information about the
American Dust Bowl, The migrant workers, Japanese Interment Camps during WWII, and The
Great Depression, and tenant farmers in the South and Southwest! The story has given me a
different perspective on America during this period I apparently didn't know a lot about. The
conditions that American's dealt with, and the photographs that show the story, are shocking. I
grew up in "white bread" New York, and could not fathom that such heart-ache existed in another
part of our country just a couple of decades before my youth.The story of Lange's life and
dedication truly gave me a new respect for her work, and the type of sacrifaces a person has to
make to accumulate a body of work such as Lange's.I would recommend this book.”

NY Shopper, “Photos Aptly Capture Human Plight. I liked the way Elizabeth Partridge was able
to tell the story that accompanied every photo chosen. As much as Lange captured human
plight, Partridge captured Lange's compassion and grit.”

Kathleen D. Weaver, “History. Lange gave us visuals. Our history through her lens.”

Karen, “American History in Photos.. Big Fan of her work. She recorded America’s history in
photos and she did not candy coat it.”

Jill, “Brillant and sensitive photographer.... and what .... Brillant and sensitive photographer....and
what can I say, she made her art speak for the people. She should be required reading &
viewing for all Americans to understand our history.”

R. Barrell, “Dorothea Lange. Restless spirit: The life and work of Dorothea Lange



  
  
Dorothea Lange provides us with a great insight into the human condition and the state of
humanity. Her photographs are timeless works of excellence. Anyone interested in
photography, history or humanity will find her work compelling.”

cgardner, “Five Stars. Arrived today (3/29/17) in good condition. Thank-you CAGardner”

James Noel, “a goo bio. This short biography reads easily and presents information I have not
found in others. There are also some previously unseen images,”

Leif Asbjørnsen, “THE PEOPLE`S PHOTOGRAPHER. I bought this biography about Dorothea
Lange, because I wanted to know more about the person behind the emblematic picture Migrant
Mother from 1936. Written by the daughter of one of Dorothea Lange`s closest friend, this book
tells the story of a remarkable woman, who - in spite of lack of formal education and much
adversity - became a famous photographer exhibiting in the Museum of Modern Art shortly
before she died in 1965.Born in 1895, and of German stock, Dorothea Lange was determined to
become a photographer from an early age. After having learnt the tools of the trade, she set up
her own studio in San Francisco, but later turned her interest to the streets outside - to the
hungry homeless, many of them middle class people, fallen on hard times due to The Great
Depression.As a photographer hired by the Emergency Relief Administration, her task became
to document the migration of people across the USA desperately looking for work. Later she
photographed the impoverished sharecroppers of the South and the victims of the anti-
Japanese hysteria - a hysteria that led to the internment of more than 100000 people of
Japanese descent in camps in the deserts of California, Arizona, Utah and Wyoming during
World War II. Dorothea Lange is also known for her documentation of the worker`s life in the
shipbuilding industry - which boomed due to the same war.Elizabeth Partridge writes about
Dorothea Lange with empathy, but also with restraint.This makes the account personal, but not
private. The book is richly illustrated with black-and-white photos.”

A. Walsh, “good background. this is fairly brief and give a good insight into her life. Low on
photos. So if you're looking for a gallery type of book this would probably be disappointing but if
you want a bit of backgound to her life - excellent”

S Tyler, “excellent. I've now had time to read this book and have changed my review. This is an
excellent book which gives a first hand account of a difficult time in American history from the



perspective of a documentary photographer”

John mills, “Four Stars. ok”

The book by Catherine Hardwicke has a rating of 5 out of 4.5. 36 people have provided
feedback.
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